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Welcome to “Land Office Seminar B” presented by the Kentucky Secretary of 

State’s Office at the American Association of Professional Landmen Spring 

Seminar, March 3, 2011, in Pikeville, Kentucky. 
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Various routes were used by settlers, soldiers, and speculators as they traveled 

to Kentucky.  Some entered into Kentucky through the Cumberland Gap then 

followed the Wilderness Road. Others followed the various trails established by 

Native Americans during their hunting expeditions; one of those trails ran from 

Ohio through Kentucky to Tennessee.  Others traveled by flatboat from the Ohio 

River to the Kentucky River into the heart of Kentucky.  Buffalo, and other 

animal, traces were then used to travel within Kentucky. 

 

The “stopping point” for settlers, soldiers, and speculators was determined by 

the type of warrant they were using to acquire land and the location.  Bounty-

land-warrants issued for service in the Revolutionary War to Virginia veterans, 

heirs, and assigns were restricted to the Military District in Ohio or Kentucky. 

Land could not be acquired in Native American areas. 
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As families and friends moved into Kentucky, they used various types of 

warrants to patent land. Fortifications, such as Fort Logan, Fort Boonesborough, 

and Fort Harrod, were secure places during times of crisis. Stations soon 

evolved into communities. Communities became Kentucky cities. 
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Warrants are the first step in the process of patenting land.  Warrants do not 

convey title. 
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Entries are the second step in patenting land. Entries do not convey title.  
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Surveys are the third step in patenting land. Surveys do not convey title. 
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The issuance of the Grant finalizes the patenting process and conveys title.  

Grants are frequently called “Patent Deeds.” 



Tax Lists are an important resource for determining patentee information. Tax 

Lists include the name of the taxpayer, the amount of acreage reported for 

taxation and its rating, the county in which the land lies, the closest watercourse, 

the name of the person who filed the Entry, the name of the person for whom the 

survey was made, and the name of the person who patented the land (received 

the Grant).   

 

In 1831 George Justice, Sr., reported ownership of land in Pike County on 

Sandy River for tax purposes. The land had been entered by, surveyed for, and 

patented to “Fugate.” 

 

Pike County Deeds could indicate when Justice bought the property. Eventually 

the chain of title should lead (backward) to a Fugate patent issued prior to 1831. 
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Jillson’s “Kentucky Land Grants” is the most-widely accessed resource for 

researching Kentucky Land Patents.  A study of the listings of Old Kentucky 

Patents indicates Josiah Fugate patented 1000 acres in Mason County on 

Louisa (Levisa) Fork. The land had been surveyed in 1796. 

 

Pike County is a granddaughter of Floyd County and the area seems correct. A 

study of all the patent series would determine if other patents were issued in the 

Fugate surname.  (The County Court Orders Patent Series was established five 

years after Justice reported his land ownership on the tax lists; CCO patents 

shouldn’t be applicable.) 

 

Scanned images of the Fugate patent are available on the “Virginia & Old 

Kentucky Patent Series” channel of the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land 

Office Website.  Select “Old Kentucky” then sort the patents by the name of the 

patentee.  The images will appear in preview panes that can be enlarged for 

viewing, printing, and/or saving to a file. 
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As documents were being researched and preserved, the Kentucky Historical 

Society published two publications that index land patents in the Virginia and Old 

Kentucky Patent Series.  The books index the names of the persons for whom 

the survey was made and provide the patent number (identified as “Survey 

Number”).  Both books are linked to the “Virginia and Old Kentucky Patent 

Series” home page on the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office Website. 

 

According to the “Index of Old Kentucky Surveys & Grants,” Josiah Fugate was 

issued patent number 2045. 
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The Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office Website provides a quick-link to 

the “Virginia & Old Kentucky Patents” on the “Database Search” page. 
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After the patent series is selected, i.e. Virginia or Old Kentucky, researchers can 

sort the listings by grantee name or patent number. 
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Preview panes display each document in the patent file. Various resolution 

settings are available. 

 

The “Advanced Image Viewer” allows the researcher to download the entire 

document in Multipage TIFF format or adjust other settings. Researchers who 

are accessing the documents in Advanced Image Viewer are reminded to click 

the “Hide All Options” box to remove instructions at the top of the page. 
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According to the patent file for Old Kentucky 2565, Josiah Fugate was awarded 

1000 acre Preemption Warrant by the Commissioners of the District of 

Washington & Montgomery counties on November 29, 1783.  (Note: Technically 

the warrant should have been issued by the Commissioners of Kentucky County. 

Perhaps the area in question was closer to the site of sessions held by the 

District of Montgomery and Washington Land Commissioners.) 
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To research additional information regarding the Warrant access the “Certificates 

of Settlement and Preemption Warrants Home Page” on the Kentucky Secretary 

of State’s Land Office Website. 



A scanned image of the Land Commissioners’ authorization complements the 

Josiah Fugate patent file. 
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Entries in the Land Commissioners’ Journal for the District of Kentucky County 

are also available on the “Certificates of Settlement & Preemption Warrants” 

Database. 



The “Virginia & Old Kentucky Patent Series” Website includes a channel entitled 

“Sample Patents.”  Included on the listing is a patent located in the Pikeville 

area. 
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Rev. James Madison patented numerous tracts in the Pike County area. Images 

of all patent files are available on the “Virginia & Old Kentucky Patent Series” 

website. 
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Patents issued after 1835 are filed in the County Court Orders Patent Series.   

 

The County Court Orders Database on the Secretary of State’s Land Office 

Website  allows quick searches by patent number or grant book/page for patent 

information.  By clicking “Advanced Search” additional search criteria is 

presented. 

 

Researchers are reminded patents are filed in nine major series. Each patent 

series begins with “Patent No. 1.”  For example, if a title search references 

Patent 7826, for example, it could be a Virginia, Old Kentucky, South of Green 

River, Kentucky Land Warrant, or County Court Order Patent.   
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After opening the “Advanced Search” function, we selected “County” then 

entered Pike. We selected 100 results to view.  
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The search yielded 3978 results sorted by “Default.”  Other “Sort” criteria is 

available. 
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We clicked the “Search within these results” checkbox, opened the “Search By” 

search function, selected “Watercourse,” and entered Tug.  We changed the sort 

function to “Grantee.”  The search yielded 171 results, a few of which link to 

scanned images of patent files.  (There are over 70,000 patents in the County 

Court Order Series; approximately 8200 have been scanned for online 

presentation.) 

 

To request copies of patent files that are not available online, use the Land 

Office Order Form or contact the Land Office (502-564-3490). 
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The only area mapped by Ranges, Townships, and Sections in Kentucky is the 

Jackson Purchase.  The “West of Tennessee River Non-Military Patents” 

channel is located on the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Land Office website. 
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Researchers may search by name or location to access online patent files in this 

series. 
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Search results link to colorscanned documents in the patent file. 
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Search results also link to  the “Jackson Purchase” website. The link identifies 

the county, range, township and directional coordinate for the patent location. 
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By clicking the “Image” link on the “Jackson Purchase Website,” researchers can 

see a scanned image of the township from the Loughridge Map.  The section 

table at the top of the page helps researchers locate the quarter-section cited in 

the patent and places the patent on a map. 



By entering the Range/Township/Section/EorW coordinates in the search fields 

on the “West of Tennessee River Non-Military Patents Website,” researchers 

can determine the names of the patentees in neighboring quarter-sections, 

sections and townships. 
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Researchers are encouraged to access the “Reference Library” on the Kentucky 

Secretary of State’s Land Office Website.   
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Over 1000 locations are included in the on-line Gazetteer.  
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Thank you for accessing Land Office Seminar B presented at the AAPL Spring 

Seminar in Pikeville, Kentucky. 

 

If you have questions regarding land patenting or the “Secretary of State’s Land 

Office Website,” please contact our office.   


